     The history of visual communication spans the entire timeline of humanity.  A need to create—whether out of necessity or enjoyment is an intrinsic characteristic of all people.  Visual messages permeate the past and present, and will surely impact the future. The study of images; the pursuit of their inherent truths and subtle cues, is important in order to understand the ideas and motivations that have propelled the human race.  
    When students engage in a study of visual imagery they are participating in a tradition larger than themselves.  The art teacher is tasked with facilitating this quest in a way that best supports the objectives of learning.  Education is more than committing facts to memory—its purpose is to create thoughtful citizens who can engage in the issues that impact their community, nation, and world.  Students who are asked to reflect on the motivations behind visual images and address the same level of intent in their own work will prove more capable of processing information, separating fact from opinion, and forming well considered personal values as adults.  An education that includes a thoughtful study of the visual arts will enable them to be better prepared for the challenges of tomorrow.  
     With these goals in mind it becomes imperative to address the content that will drive their actualization.  In order for students to better understand a world that grows more interconnected by the minute, it is important to remove pretension from art, thereby making it more accessible.  Doing so makes room for the study of all artistic forms, created by all people—an attitude more congruent with the present, where more voices are heard and recognized than ever before.  An inclusive curriculum, filled with a contextual study of the art of multiple cultures and points of view, both local and distant, is of paramount importance.  

      In order to better comprehend the drive behind all varieties of visual imagery it is necessary to explore them in meaningful, relevant ways.  In organizing curriculum around the enduring ideas that have propelled image production, an educator can take the first steps in facilitating thoughtful connections between content and student.  This format allows for greater construction of meaning—where the messages, issues, problems and solutions that prompt art production can be carefully examined.  In decoding visual messages through these greater truths, students will come to a more complete understanding of both the global community and their own identity.   
      An educator that keeps these intentions in mind when aligning planning, instruction, and assessment will organize her classroom in a unique way.  When the objective is to use the visual arts as a means of accessing human commonalities, a classroom becomes focused around the needs of the student.  Using all available resources is necessary in order to provide an environment that students of all backgrounds and learning styles find accessible.  Creating lessons that ask students to reflect on their own values and find intrinsic motivation becomes imperative in order to create connections with enduring ideas and to appropriately manage a student-centered environment.  Students who find the study of art valuable on their own terms will attach meaning to the content in ways that will consistently exceed expectations, and be able to demonstrate a more complex understanding of the human experience and their purpose within it.         
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